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Dear Teacher:


Welcome to Exploring the Anza Trail, an interdisciplinary program specifically designed for fourth grade 
students. Through a series of hands-on activities, writing and drawing assignments, and a dramatic 
classroom presentation, students put themselves in the shoes of a colonist on the Anza Trail to explore 
the universal concepts of obstacles, perseverance, resource use, and seeking a better life.


The goals of Exploring the Anza Trail are: 

✓ To provide engaging activities that help students relate to life during the Anza Expedition.


✓ To help students contemplate essential concepts relevant both during the Anza Expedition and 
today, such as overcoming obstacles, identifying available resources, and seeking a better life.


✓ To depict life on the Anza Trail in a fun, dramatic, and engaging way.


Exploring the Anza Trail is a three-part program: 

➡ PART ONE is the pre-visit classroom lesson. Students will explore the meaning and significance 
of fundamental concepts that were relevant during the Anza Expedition and are still important 
today - concepts such as overcoming obstacles, using resources, and seeking a better life.  
Students will watch a short video on the history and major themes of the Anza Expedition.  They 
will then visualize themselves as a colonist on the Anza Trail. 


➡ PART TWO is a 50-minute dramatic on-site presentation by a “member of the Anza Expedition”.  
An engaging storyteller portrays life on the Anza Trail while inviting students to participate in fun 
group activities. At the end of the presentation students will receive an Anza Trail bandana and a 
free National Parks pass. Teachers will receive a DVD of the National Park Service video, The 
Anza Expedition, 1775-1776, as well as some informational brochures and maps.


➡ PART THREE includes a variety of post-visit classroom activities.  Students have the 
opportunity to watch a historical video on the Anza Expedition, create a personal timeline, 
interview a family member about their heritage, write a letter home as a colonist on the Anza 
Trail, and visit relevant historic sites.  


Enjoy!


Environmental Education Exchange on behalf of the National Park Service 

For more information, please contact: 
Outreach Education Coordinator 
Environmental Education Exchange  
738 N. 5th Avenue, Suite 100 
Tucson, AZ 85705 
(520) 670-1442 
outreach@eeexchange.org 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Pre-Visit Lesson:  My Expedition! ………………………………………………………………..………Page 4 
Through a series of activities, worksheet questions, and classroom discussions students explore the 
concepts of trust, perseverance, overcoming obstacles, using essential resources, and seeking a 
better life for themselves.  After watching a short video on the Anza Expedition, students relate these 
same concepts to the experiences of the expedition members.  In conclusion, they create a drawing 
and description of themselves as a colonist on the Anza Expedition. 

Post-Visit Activities:  Going Further……………………………………………………..…….………Page 15 
Students have the opportunity to solidify all that they have learned and delve deeper into the major 
themes of the Anza Expedition through a series of in-class and at-home activities.  Each activity 
offers a unique way to connect with the Anza Expedition.  Choose one or all of these options as time 
allows.   

✓ Activity A:  National Park Service Video - The Anza Expedition, 1775-1776 
Watch the full-length version of the Anza Expedition video created by the National Parks 
Service.  This depicts a more in-depth history of life along the Anza Trail. 

✓ Activity B:  Historic Timelines  
After creating a timeline leading up to the Anza Expedition, students create personal 
timelines depicting important events in their own lives. 

✓ Activity C: Where Do I Come From?  
Students interview a family member or guardian about their heritage.  Students then share 
their findings with the class through a hands-on activity and classroom discussion. 

✓ Activity D:  Letters Home   
As in the pre-visit activity, students will visualize themselves as a colonist on the Anza 
Expedition.  As this colonist, they will write a letter home describing their new life in Alta 
(Upper) California. 

✓ Activity E:  Sites to Visit 
Includes museums, natural spaces, National and State Parks, and other historic sites in 
Tucson and the surrounding region.   

Arizona Department of Education Academic Standards…………………………………..….…..Page 19 
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Key Vocabulary and Concepts 

Overview:   

The purpose of this lesson is to help students relate to the experiences of the Anza Expedition members.  
Through a series of activities, worksheet questions, and classroom discussions, students explore the 
concepts of trust, perseverance, overcoming obstacles, using essential resources, and seeking a better 
life for themselves.  After watching a short video on the Anza Expedition, students will relate these same 
concepts to the experiences of the expedition members.  Students then create a drawing and 
description of themselves as a colonist on the Anza Expedition.  


Arizona Department of Education Academic Standards:   

Please refer to the Arizona Department of Education Academic Standards section for the ADE standards 
addressed by this lesson.  


Objectives:   

Students will:

✓ Discuss and define trust, obstacle, perseverance, and resource.

✓ Describe how overcoming personal obstacles, using essential resources, and seeking a better 

life relate to their own lives as well as to the Anza Expedition members.

✓ Create a drawing and description of themselves as a colonist on the Anza Expedition.  


You will need: 

✓ Student Worksheet: My Expedition!, projected, or printed one per student

✓ Chalkboard, Whiteboard, or Smart Board

✓ Computer and Projector

✓ Optional for vocabulary section:


✓ Opaque bag of objects or treats

✓ Ice cube with penny frozen inside on a tray (one or multiple sets)

✓ Plastic bottle with a long neck, felt ball/pom-pom placed inside the bottle (should be large 

enough so that it won’t fall out when the bottle is turned over), and chopsticks (one or 
multiple sets)


✓ Ball of yarn or string

✓ Drawing Supplies: colored pencils, markers, or crayons

✓ 8-minute Anza Expedition Pre-Visit Video
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Suggested Procedure (Total Duration:  60-90 minutes): 

Print out or project the Student Worksheet: My Expedition! to accompany this lesson.  If you choose to 
project the document, have students complete each section on a separate piece of paper.  Refer to the 
Student Worksheet as you read through these instructions.  Part A2, all of Part B, and Part C3 could be 
done in class, or as homework assignments.


Part A.  Overcoming Obstacles (25-35 minutes) 

Students are introduced to key vocabulary and describe how they have overcome challenges in their 
own lives.


     A1. Key Vocabulary - Trust, Obstacle, Perseverance, Resource  

     Choose from the following suggested activities or select your own method to introduce these      

     words to your class.  This should be done prior to the other sections of this lesson.   These 

     activities can be done in a variety of ways.  For instance, they can be done on one day or over 

     several days throughout the week.  Additionally, you may choose to do these activities as an 

     entire class, at stations, in small groups, or to have one student demonstrate the activity in 

     front of the class. After introducing each word, have the class choose a definition for the word 

     to be written on the board and recorded on the Student Worksheet: My Expedition!.    


• Trust:  Being able to depend on the truth or reliability of someone or something; faith, 
confidence, belief.


Do you trust me?  - Show the class an opaque bag filled with interesting objects or treats.  Ask 
for one volunteer from the class.  Tell the volunteer that there is nothing dangerous or gross 
inside the bag.  Then, ask the volunteer the following questions:


‣ Would you be willing to reach your hand into the bag without knowing what is inside? 

‣ Why or why not? 

‣ What is it about me as your teacher that is trustworthy? 

‣ If someone else were holding the bag, would you trust him or her? 

‣ Why or why not? 

‣ What people would you not trust? 

This activity helps students contemplate the qualities that make a person trustworthy, or not.  
Feel free to elicit reactions and thoughts from the rest of the class as well.
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• Obstacle: Something or someone that gets in the way of our goal or what we need; challenge, 
barrier.


Can you do it? – Choose one student to come to the front of the classroom.  Tell the volunteer 
to walk in a straight line to the back of the classroom through an area that is full of desks, tables, 
or chairs.  Ask the volunteer the following questions:


‣ Can you do it?   

‣ Why not?  What is preventing you from doing so?   

‣ What is the obstacle is in this scenario?  (In the example, the obstacle would be the desk 
or the table.)   

‣ Can you fly across the room?   

‣ Why not?  What is the obstacle?  (In this scenario it would be that he/she does not have 
wings, or a magic broomstick, or an airplane to help him/her fly.) 

Also, discuss how obstacles are not always physical; fear, loneliness, illiteracy, being lost, or 
being hungry are also examples of obstacles.  


• Perseverance:  To keep trying, or working toward a goal even when it is challenging; 
persistence, determination. 


If at first you don’t succeed try, try again!  -  Have the entire class stand up and try to pat their 
heads while rubbing their tummies in a circle.  After they have tried for a while, prompt them to 
go faster or slower.  After completing the above, ask them to continue the challenge while 
standing on one foot.  See how long they are able to do this.  Ask students about their 
experience.  Discuss how physical exertion and being willing to try things multiple times are key 
aspects of what it means to persevere.     


Good things come to those who wait – Place an ice cube with a penny frozen inside on a tray 
and ask students to figure how to get the penny out.  Most students will see the penny as the 
reward for their efforts.  Discuss with students how a key aspect of perseverance is being 
patient while working toward a goal. 


Frustration Station – Place a felt ball (small pom-pom) into a plastic bottle with a long neck. 
Have students try to get the ball/pom-pom out of the bottle using chopsticks.  This requires 
students to be patient, and keep trying even though it can be frustrating and challenging.  
Working through challenging situations is an important aspect of perseverance. 
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• Resource:  Something that is used for our survival or to help us achieve a goal; asset.  Can 
include the skills of people, tools, equipment, money, food, water, plants, animals, etc.  


What do you need? – This activity focuses on the resources needed to complete certain tasks 
or to overcome certain obstacles.  Have students imagine that they are hiking to the top of a 
mountain.  What would they need to do this?  There are many examples that you can discuss or 
have students imagine, including hiking shoes, strong legs, sunglasses, or a map.  Additionally, 
have students imagine that they are very thirsty.  What would they need?  Water is one example 
of a natural resource.  

 

You have what I need! – This activity focuses on people and their skills as resources that are 
needed in a community.  Ask a group of students (4-8) to stand in a circle in front of the class 
(you could also do this as an entire class sitting on the floor or at desks).  Give one of the 
students a ball of yarn or string.  That student begins by stating one thing that s/he does well 
(example: “I am really good at math,” or “I make really yummy cookies”).  If there is some 
hesitancy, you may want to model to the class using your own example first.  Prompt the other 
students to think about whether this is something they could use (example:  “Who in this room 
could use some extra help with their math homework sometimes?” or “Who likes to eat 
cookies?”).  The first student passes the yarn/string ball to connect to one of the students who 
could use his/her skill.  The student now holding the ball of yarn/string states skills s/he can 
offer. The activity continues like this until there is a nice web.  Discuss with the class how people 
and the skills that they offer are also resources.  Everyone has a skill that can be useful to others. 


A2.  A Sticky Situation!   
Start by modeling the Student Worksheet questions to the class using your own examples. Make 
sure to describe the reasons for choosing the phrase(s) to complete your sentence. When students 
are sharing their work, it is important for them to explain what happened when they went through 
this challenging time.  After they have completed this portion of the Student Worksheet, ask students 
to share with one or two students what they wrote and why. Ask a few students to share with the 
entire class.  
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Part B.   Journey to a Better Life (10-15 minutes) 

Students are asked to contemplate what resources they would need while on a long journey, as well as 
the reason people might choose to embark on a long journey—to seek a better life for themselves and 
their family.  


B1.  A Long Journey

Project the resource words from the Student Worksheet (or write them on the board in   

advance).  Have students complete the lesson on their Student Worksheet.  After they have 

finished, ask each student to share.  On the board, tally the resources chosen and discuss with 

the class the reasons for choosing those items.  Come to a consensus as a class about the most 

important resources to bring.


In addition, briefly discuss that when people leave home for a better life, they often leave behind 
many of their family members, friends and belongings.  Ask students to think about what they might 
bring with them to remember the home they are leaving.


B2.  A Better Life  
Take just a few minutes for this activity to get kids thinking about the concept of wanting a better life.  
Model this for students using your own examples.  On their Student Worksheet, have students list or 
draw items that they would wish to see in their new lives.  Examples: a home in the mountains, a job 
as a dancer, good schools, plenty of food on the table, living closer to the ocean, living in a tree 
house, living closer to family, owning a dog, living on a farm, etc.   
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Part C.  On the Anza Trail (25-40 minutes) 

The concepts students have explored are tied to the experiences of the Anza Expedition members.  


C1.  Watch 8-minute Anza Expedition Pre-Visit Video


C2.  Revisit the Student Worksheet 
Lead a classroom discussion using the following questions as a guide.  If the initial activities were 
done on the board, return to the board and make changes/observations.  Students can answer 
questions and take notes on their Student Worksheet.


• A Sticky Situation! – The colonists on the Anza Expedition encountered obstacles, including 
lack of water, long, arduous miles to walk, treacherous terrain, crossing rivers, childbirth, and 
fear of attack from animals or other humans, etc.  How were the colonists able to overcome 
some of these obstacles?  In what ways do you relate to what the colonists were able to do? 


• A Long Journey - Do you think you would bring the same things on your journey that the 
colonists did in Anza’s time?  In what ways are your lists similar or different?  Are our basic 
human needs the same as they were then?  In what ways do we meet these needs today?  Do 
they differ from the way the colonists would have met them?


• A Better Life – On the Anza expedition, many of the colonists were going because they wanted 
a better life for themselves and their families.  Is this something your family has experienced  (for 
example, moved to a new house, country, state, etc.)?  How is what you wish for your own life 
similar or different than what the colonists dreamed of?    


C3. My Expedition!  

Ask students to visualize themselves as a colonist on the Anza Expedition.  Have each draw a 
picture of himself and write a description including his role/occupation on the expedition (e.g., priest, 
someone who works with cattle, mother, cook, soldier, guide, etc.), who he traveled with (i.e., If he 
see himself as the child, draw or list the family members he would travel with), and what resources 
he brought (e.g., clothing, cattle, food, tent, etc.). 


Descriptions and illustrations of expedition members can be found at http://www.nps.gov/juba/
learn/education/classrooms/teaching-the-anza-trail.htm (Expedition Members Identification 
Activity Cards) if you want to provide additional information to your students.
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Pre-Visit Extension Ideas: 

• Talk the Talk:  Exploring Language Use Then and Now - Have students stand and form a 
horseshoe shape around the perimeter of the classroom.  Identify places along the horseshoe 
that correspond to speaking 3 or more languages, 2 languages, or 1 language.  Have students 
rearrange themselves to stand in the place that corresponds to what is true for them.  You may 
choose to try a variety of scenarios involving parents’ language use and grandparents’ language 
use.  Below are discussion points you may choose to use with your class during this activity. 


When Anza led the colonists into Alta (Upper) California, no one spoke English.  They either 
spoke Spanish or a variety of native languages.  Do you or anyone in your family speak a 
language other than English?  How has this affected your life or that of your family?    


• Bulletin Board – After scheduling your classroom presentation date, you will receive a set of 
brochures and maps in the mail that can be used, along with student artwork and documents 
from suggested websites below, to create a display of the Anza Expedition in your classroom. 

‣ http://www.nps.gov/juba/planyourvisit/upload/Anza-in-AZ-English-p2.jpg - Map of Anza 
Trail in Arizona


‣ http://anza.uoregon.edu/atlas.html - Maps showing where Anza went, the locations of 
missions, presidios, rancheros, native people's lands, and geographical landmarks.


‣ http://anza.uoregon.edu/gallery.html - Pictures of people, places and things related to the 
expeditions. Includes modern Anza reenactment photos as well as drawings and paintings.


• Anza Expedition Ages:  Math Extension – Use the data on the back of the map you will receive 
in the mail (data also found at http://www.nps.gov/juba/learn/historyculture/people.htm) to 
calculate the range, median and mode of the ages of the members of the Anza Expedition.  
Students can also graph the data. 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Part A.  Overcoming Obstacles 

A1. Key Vocabulary 

A2.  A Sticky Situation! 
In the space below, describe a challenging time in your life.  What was the obstacle? 


I was able to get through this challenge because of my ability to (check one or more of the options 
below): 

…work together with others.


…persevere (keep trying).


…trust others or my beliefs.


…use important resources (tools, books, maps, other people, etc.).
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Student Name _______________________________

Trust Obstacle Perseverance Resource



Part B.  Journey to a Better Life 

B1.  A Long Journey 

If you were going to take a long journey into unknown lands, what do you think you would need?  

Circle 5 items from the list below that you think would be the MOST important to have: 

Water                                Radio                      Cell Phone                                  Sunglasses            


                              Maps                                                  GPS                   Tent  


                Books                Cooking Supplies                         Food                       Other People                                                                                  

Animals                  Binoculars                                    Pencil and Paper                                       Toys


              Flashlight                      Transportation                   Video Games               Extra Clothing


B2.  A Better Life 

People sometimes go on long journeys because they want a better life for themselves or their family.  Do 
you ever think about wanting a better life for yourself in the future?  What would you want your new life 
to look like?  Think about your job, family members, friends, house, pets, and where in the world you 
would like to live.  Write or draw how your life might be different.
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Part C.  On the Anza Trail 

C1.  Watch Video 

C2.  Notes: 

1. How did Gregorio (the young boy) overcome the obstacles he faced? 


2. What do you think the members of the Anza expedition brought with them on their journey?


3. What were some of the challenges that members of the Anza expedition could expect to face on 
their journey?
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C3.  My Expedition!  
Draw a picture and answer these questions about yourself as a member of the Anza Expedition. 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Me on the Anza Trail What Was My Job?

What Did I Bring?

Who Came With me?



Overview: 

Students have the opportunity to solidify what they have learned and delve deeper into the major themes 
of the Anza Expedition through a series of in-class and at-home activities.  Students can gain deeper 
understanding of the Anza Expedition by watching a more in-depth video.  After creating a timeline of 
events related to the Anza Expedition, students can create their own personal timelines. They can 
expand their understanding of the diversity of cultures in their own families, classroom, and the 
Southwest by conducting interviews about their own heritage. As in the pre-visit activity, students can 
take the role of an Anza colonist by writing a letter home from the colonist’s perspective.  In addition, 
students have the opportunity to explore sites in Tucson and the surrounding region that are relevant to 
the Spanish Colonial era.  Each activity offers a unique way to connect with the Anza Expedition.  
Choose one or all of these options as time allows.


Arizona Department of Education Academic Standards: 

Please refer to the Arizona Department of Education Academic Standards section for the ADE standards 
addressed by this lesson.


Objectives: 
Student will…


‣ Develop a deeper understanding of the Anza Expedition after viewing a documentary on its 
history.


‣ After creating a timeline leading up to the Anza Expedition, create a timeline using events from 
his/her own life.


‣ Interview a family member, or guardian about his/her personal heritage.


‣ Relate his/her personal heritage and the diversity of his/her classroom to that of the Anza 
Expedition members.


‣ Write a letter home from the perspective of a colonist on the Anza Expedition.


‣ Explore and interact with pertinent historic sites and artifacts from the Spanish Colonial period.


You will need: 

✓ National Park Service video:  The Anza Expedition, 1775-1776 – available on DVD or online at 
http://www.nps.gov/media/video/view.htm?id=F89E22B8-C247-E258-6E6D10C2F8CD5828


✓ Computer and Projector


✓ Chalkboard, bulletin board or butcher paper


✓ 8.5 x11 pieces of paper or adding machine/register/calculator roll of paper


✓ Pens/pencils, colored pencils


✓ Rulers
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Suggested Activities: 

Activity A.  Watch the full National Park Service video: The Anza Expedition, 1775-1776 (25 
minutes) 

Before watching the video, briefly revisit the key concepts (trust, obstacles, perseverance, and 
resources) from the pre-visit lesson and on-site presentation.  After watching the video, have a class 
discussion about what the students learned from the video, asking them to cite examples of the key 
concepts as observed in the video. 


Activity B.   Historic Timelines (30-60 minutes) 

Have the class create a timeline of events related to the Anza Expedition.  After creating this timeline, 
have each student develop a personal timeline showing significant events from his/her own life.  


     B1.  Timeline of the Anza Expedition 
     As a class, create a timeline using the following dates related to the Anza Expedition to 

     Alta California.  The timeline can be created on a chalkboard, bulletin board, butcher paper,    

     or using a roll of adding machine/cash register/calculator paper.


1697 Jesuits Missions begin to be established in Baja California.


1701 Father Kino states that California is not an island.


1700 –1767 Jesuits establish more missions on the Northern Frontier as far north as present day 
Tubac.


1767 Jesuits are expelled and Franciscans take over their missionary duties.


1769 Spain begins the colonization of Alta California.  


1772-3 Spanish leaders urge the Mexican government to send more colonizers to Alta California.


1775 Anza completes his first exploratory overland trek from Sonora, New Spain to Monterey, Alta 
California.


1775-1776 Anza leads 240 new recruits, farmers, their wives and children over 1800 miles on the 
route he had found to Monterey to double the Spanish population of Alta California and begin the 
cattle industry.


1777 Anza is given command of the New Mexico territory.


1788 Anza dies at his home in Arizpe, Mexico.
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     B2.  Personal Timelines 

     Using a ruler, have students draw a line across the middle of a piece of paper or a piece of     

     adding machine/cash register/calculator paper.  On the left end, each student should draw a 

     dot and label the year the student was born.  Students can add written and/or graphic 

     descriptions above and below the line as well, such as "my birthday" and a drawing of a little 

     birthday cake. On the right end of the paper, each student should draw a dot on the line and

     label with today’s date.  Between the two dots, each student should pick important dates that 

     have happened in his/her life. For example, include a dot for the year a brother/sister was 

     born, or the year the student learned to ride a bicycle, or the year the student moved to a new 

     house.  Include at least six different dates. Try to space the dots along the line based on time 

     elapsed.  (Optional:  Students can mark equal spaced hatch marks along the line and then 

     calculate approximate spacing of their events.)


Activity C.  Where Do I Come From? (10-20 minutes) 

     C1.  Interviews 
     For homework, have students interview a parent, grandparent, or guardian about where their 

     ancestors came from.  Have students report to the class on their findings. Interview questions 

     may include:


• Where were you born? 

• Did you move away or stay where you were born? 

• Where were your parents born? 

• Where were your grandparents born? 

• How far back in time did your ancestors move to the U.S.? 

• Where did your ancestors come from? 

• Why did you move to a new place? 

     C2.  Follow up to Interviews 
     Designate certain parts of the classroom as parts of the world.  Have students stand in the  

     region from which their ancestors came.  Relate this to the diversity of cultures in our country 

     today as the result of human migration, just as in the Anza Expedition.
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Activity D.  Letters Home (20-40 minutes) 

Have students visualize themselves as colonists to write a letter home describing their experiences 
during the expedition and what it is like in their new Alta California home.  Additionally, as time allows, 
students may draw a picture of their new life in Alta California.  Sentence starters may include:


• This trip has been… 

• One of the most interesting things I saw… 

• I was really afraid when… 

• I think you would like Alta California because… 

Activity E.  Sites to Visit   

Visit these sites as a class or provide students this list of places to visit with their families!


• The Anza Trail:  http://www.anzahistorictrail.org/visit/counties/pima


• Tubac Presidio State Historic Park: http://azstateparks.com/parks/tupr/index.html


• Presidio San Agustín del Tucsón: http://tucsonpresidio.com/node/22


• Mission Garden:  http://www.tucsonsbirthplace.org/


• Mission San Xavier del Bac:  http://www.sanxaviermission.org/


• Tumacácori National Historical Park: http://www.nps.gov/tuma/index.htm


• Saguaro National Park: http://www.nps.gov/sagu/index.htm

(Students can use the free National Parks pass they receive at the end of the classroom 
presentation!) 
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http://www.nps.gov/tuma/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/sagu/index.htm


The Exploring the Anza Trail program for grade 4 addresses the following Academic Standards. 
(Complete versions of the Academic Standards are available at http://www.azed.gov/standards-
practices/.)
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SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS Pre-Visit 
Lesson

Presentation Post-Visit 
Activities

SS04-S1C1-01
Use the following to interpret historical data: a. timelines – B.C.E. and 
B.C.; C.E. and A.D.; b. graphs, tables, charts, and maps.

✓ ✓ ✓

SS04-S1C2-03
Identify other groups (e.g., Patayan, Sinagua, Salado) residing in the 
Southwest during this period.

✓ ✓ ✓

SS04-S1C3-01
Describe the reasons for early Spanish exploration of Mexico and the 
Southwestern region of the United States.

✓ ✓ ✓

SS04-S1C3-02
Describe the impact of Spanish colonization on the Southwest: a. 
establishment of missions and presidios; b. lifestyle changes of 
native people; c. contributions of Father Kino.

✓ ✓ ✓

SS04-S1C3-03
Describe the location and cultural characteristics of Native American 
tribes (e.g., O’odham, Apache, Hopi) during the Spanish period.

✓ ✓ ✓

SS04-S4C2-01
Describe how the Southwest has distinct physical and cultural 
characteristics.

✓ ✓ ✓

SS04-S4C4-02
Describe how Mexico and Arizona are connected by the movement 
of people, goods, and ideas.

✓ ✓ ✓

SS04-S4C4-03
Describe how the building of transportation routes (e.g., trails, stage 
routes, railroad) resulted in human settlement and economic 
development in Arizona.

✓ ✓ ✓

SS04-S4C4-04
Describe the cultural characteristics (e.g., food, clothing, housing, 
sports, customs, beliefs) of Arizona’s diverse population.

✓ ✓ ✓

SS04-S4C4-06
Describe elements of culture in areas studied (e.g., Mexico, Central 
and South America).

✓ ✓ ✓

http://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/


SS04-S4C5-01
Describe human dependence on the physical environment and 
natural resources to satisfy basic needs.

✓ ✓ ✓

SS04-S4C6-01
Describe the impact of geographic features (e.g., rivers, mountains, 
resources, deserts, climate) on migration and the location of human 
activities (e.g., exploration, mining, transportation routes, settlement 
patterns).

✓ ✓ ✓

ARIZONA’S COLLEGE AND CAREER READY STANDARDS
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS – Writing Standards

Pre-Visit 
Lesson

Presentation Post-Visit 
Activities

4.W.1
Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view 
with reasons and information.  a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, 
state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which 
related ideas are grouped to support the writer’s purpose; b. Provide 
reasons that are supported by facts and details; c. Link opinion and 
reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in 
addition); d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the 
opinion presented.

✓ ✓ ✓

4.W.2
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey 
ideas and information clearly.  a. Introduce a topic clearly and group 
related information in paragraphs and sections; include formatting 
(e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension; b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the 
topic; c. Link ideas within categories of information using words and 
phrases (e.g., another, for example, also, because); d. Use precise 
language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain 
the topic; e. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the 
information or explanation presented.

✓ ✓ ✓

ARIZONA’S COLLEGE AND CAREER READY STANDARDS
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS – Speaking and Listening 
Standards

Pre-Visit 
Lesson

Presentation Post-Visit 
Activities

4.SL.1
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-
one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 
topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly.  a. Come to discussions prepared having read or studied 
required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other 
information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion; 
b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned 
roles; c. Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up 
on information, and make comments that contribute to the discussion 
and link to the remarks of others; d. Review the key ideas expressed 
and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the 
discussion.

✓ ✓ ✓
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4.SL.4
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an 
organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive 
details to support main ideas or themes: speak clearly at an 
understandable pace.

✓ ✓

ARIZONA’S COLLEGE AND CAREER READY STANDARDS
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS – Language Standards

Pre-Visit 
Lesson

Presentation Post-Visit 
Activities

4.L.3
Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, 
speaking, reading, or listening.  
a. Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely; b. Choose 
punctuation for effect; 
c. Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., 
presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is 
appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion).

✓ ✓ ✓

4.L.6
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal 
precise actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, 
stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, 
conservation, and endangered when discussing animal 
preservation). 

✓ ✓ ✓

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY STANDARDS
LISTENING AND SPEAKING

Pre-Visit 
Lesson

Presentation Post-Visit 
Activities

III-LS-1:HI-5
Demonstrating relationships among facts, ideas or events using 
academic vocabulary in classroom discussions. (e.g., problem/
solution, cause/effect, etc.)

✓ ✓ ✓

III-LS-1:HI-6
Responding to comprehension questions by demonstrating 
relationships among facts, ideas or events and extending the 
information to other relevant contexts using appropriate academic 
vocabulary. (e.g., problem/solution, cause/effect, compare/contrast, 
etc.) 

✓ ✓ ✓

III-LS-1:HI-7
Following multi-step procedures or processes containing specific 
academic/content vocabulary. (e.g., steps to complete authentic 
classroom tasks such as: science lab, math problem, recipe, rules of 
a game, etc.).

✓ ✓ ✓

III-LS-1:HI-8
Responding to social conversations by rephrasing and repeating 
information, asking questions, offering advice, sharing one’s 
experiences, and expressing one’s thoughts. 

✓ ✓ ✓

III-LS-2:HI-1
Producing sentences with accurate pronunciation, intonation, and 
stress. 

✓ ✓ ✓
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III-LS-2:HI-2
Presenting dialogue, skits and drama using appropriate rhythm, rate, 
phrasing and expression.

✓

III-LS-2:PE-3
Expressing one’s own needs and emotions in complete sentences 
with instructional support.

✓

III-LS-2:LI-4
Participating in formal and informal socio-functional communication 
tasks using complete sentences (e.g., comparing personal 
information and experiences; providing alternate solutions to a 
problem; and extending invitations to others, etc.) with instructional 
support.

✓ ✓

III-LS-2:HI-7
Sharing personal experiences/stories with descriptive language 
supported by details and examples in complete sentences.

✓ ✓

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY STANDARDS
WRITING

Pre-Visit 
Lesson

Presentation Post-Visit 
Activities

III-W-1:B-3
Taking notes using a teacher selected and student created graphic 
organizer or cloze notes with instructional support (e.g., teacher 
modeling, visuals, word banks, etc.).

✓

III-W-1:LI-6
Writing a variety of functional text that address audience, stated 
purpose, and context:  Letters, Directions, Graphs/Tables, Brochures. 

✓ ✓
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