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LETTER TO TEACHERS

Dear Teacher:

Welcome to the Town of Queen Creek’s Our Water, Our Future program, an interdisciplinary program 
specifically designed for fourth and fifth grade students. It poses three questions:

• Where does our water come from?
• Where does it go?
• What can we do to conserve this vital natural resource?

In answering these questions, we will address the following concepts:
• the water cycle
• Queen Creek’s water supply
• water as a limited resource
• water use
• water conservation

Our Water, Our Future is a three-part program:
PART ONE includes includes one suggested pre-visit classroom activity to review nature’s water cycle.

PART TWO is a 55-minute on-site presentation by me, Dr. Faucet. Students play a water cycle game, 
participate in demonstrations with a groundwater model, and share their Water Smart ideas for 
conserving water. At the end of the presentation, all students receive a ruler with water-saving ideas to 
bring home.

PART THREE includes two suggested post-visit classroom activities in which students become Water 
Smart and write poetry to express their thoughts and feelings about water.

To prepare for Dr. Faucet’s visit:
• Coordinate with other teachers to schedule two to four presentations in a row and reserve one room 

(classroom, library, MPR, etc.).  The students from each class will rotate through this room. 
• Have a large table cleared for presentation materials, with floor space in front where the students can sit.
• We strongly encourage you to conduct Lessons 1 and 2 before Dr. Faucet’s visit and Lessons 3 and 4 

after the visit.
 
Enjoy!

Dr. Faucet
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LESSON 1: WATER SYSTEMS - OUR WATER CYCLE

Lesson Overview
Students review important vocabulary relating to the water cycle as they learn the Water Cycle Express. A 
Smart Board or projector is then used to interactively present nature’s water cycle as it appears around the 
Town of Queen Creek. Finally, students create their own labeled drawings to depict nature’s water cycle and 
apply the words reviewed.

Learning Outcomes
Students will be able to:

• describe nature’s water cycle and the various ways water moves between places in the environment. 
• define and use key water words such as transpiration, evaporation, condensation, percolation, and 

precipitation. 
• draw and label an image of nature’s water cycle depicting water moving through the atmosphere, bodies 

of water, drainages, plants and animals.
• describe the distribution of water on Earth’s surface.

Materials
• Smart Board or projector
• Nature’s Water Cycle master and key (provided) 
• erasable transparency marker
• Water Cycle Express vocabulary and definitions (provided)
• drawing paper, colored pencils, and/or markers

Advance Preparation
• Photocopy the Water Cycle Express vocabulary and definitions. 
• Cut out the five word definitions into five strips. 
• Set up a Smart Board or projector to display Nature’s Water Cycle.

Duration
Total: 60 minutes
Water Cycle Express and Nature’s Water Cycle: 35 minutes
Student water cycle drawings: 25 minutes

Suggested Procedure
1) Water Cycle Express. Review water vocabulary words through the following activity:

• Divide the class into five teams.
• Distribute one vocabulary word with its definition to each team.
• Challenge the teams to prepare a short, one-minute presentation to explain their word to the class, using 

one or more presenters. They should include a sound and body movement to demonstrate their word.
• Class presentations. Have each group present their word with matching sound and body movements. 
• When all the groups have presented, call the words out, one at a time. Ask all students to stand up and act 

out the matching sound and body movements. 
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LESSON 1: WATER SYSTEMS - OUR WATER CYCLE

2) Nature’s Water Cycle. Display Nature’s Water Cycle using a Smart Board or projector (be sure to use the 
master with blanks spaces for the vocabulary words). Nature’s Water Cycle illustrates the natural water cycle, 
using the Town of Queen Creek as an example. Explain to the students that the water cycle also happens on 
a global level. What differs from region to region are the plants, animals, bodies of water, and land through 
which water moves.

3) Fill in the blanks. Using Nature’s Water Cycle, point out places water can be and ways water can move. For 
example, water can be in the clouds. One way that water gets to the clouds is through evaporation. As you 
point out the places where water can be (clouds, plants, river, or soil), remember to discuss how it gets there 
(transpiration, evaporation, condensation, precipitation, and percolation).  Now, fill in the blanks with the 
appropriate words describing ways water can move. You may choose to call upon students to come up and 
fill in the blank or write the words in yourself. Next, ask students to name ways that water might move in our 
environment. Draw arrows on the transparency to show a range of possibilities. Be sure to mention that the 
water cycle is not a single large cycle but a complex system within which water moves in many ways.

4) Discuss the distribution of water on Earth’s surface. Over 97 percent is salt water, found in the oceans. Less 
than three percent is fresh water. But not all of the fresh water is available to us. Two percent of Earth’s water is 
in the polar ice caps. All of the moisture in lakes, rivers and steams, the atmosphere, and underground adds up 
to less than one percent of Earth’s water. Although our water supply is renewable to some extent, water is truly 
a precious and very limited resource!

5) Create your own water cycle. Now ask students to draw their own water cycle pictures. Their drawings 
should include the following:

• Things they see everyday in their environment that use and move water (e.g., a mesquite tree taking in 
water through its roots then transpiring water to the clouds; water flowing in Queen Creek after a big 
rainstorm and percolating into the ground and/or evaporating back into the clouds).

• Water vocabulary - students should appropriately depict and label the processes of transpiration, 
evaporation, condensation, precipitation, and percolation.

• A picture of themselves using water.

6) Display your drawings. Display the students’ drawings around the room or on your “Water – Reduce the 
Use!” bulletin board.
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Instructions:
Photocopy this sheet. Cut out the words and their definitions into five strips. Distribute one strip to each team.

Condensation: occurs when water vapor cools and
becomes liquid
Examples of condensation: when the steam from a hot shower 
forms water droplets on the mirror; when clouds form.

Evaporation: occurs when liquid water heats up, changes into 
water vapor (a gas), and rises into the sky
Example of evaporation: when a wet towel dries, that water has 
evaporated into the air.

Percolation: the downward movement of water through soil
Example of percolation: when rainwater from a puddle sinks 
down into the ground.

Precipitation: water falling, in a liquid or solid state, from the 
atmosphere to Earth
Examples of precipitation: rain, snow, hail, sleet.

Transpiration: the evaporation of water from plants
Example of transpiration: when a plant or a tree releases water 
into the atmosphere from tiny openings in its leaves.

WATER CYCLE EXPRESS VOCABULARY
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NATURE’S WATER CYCLE
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NATURE’S WATER CYCLE - TEACHER’S KEY

Condensation

Precipitation

Percolation

Transpiration

Evaporation
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LESSON 2: WATER CONSERVATION - BECOMING WATER SMART

Lesson Overview
How many people does it take to make a difference? Just one. Students will analyze their daily water use 
and apply math skills to estimate the amount used per week and how much water they could conserve by 
becoming Water Smart.

Learning Outcomes
Students will be able to:

• list ways they personally use water.
• describe how water use habits affect the future availability of water. 
• use math skills to calculate total water use and estimate savings. 
• list ways they can personally conserve water.
• explain ways their families can conserve water.

 
Materials

• Ways We Use Water and Water Smart Ways master and key (provided) 
• Smart Board or projector
• one gallon (3.79 l) empty container, for demonstration purposes
• Water Smart Survey (provided)

Advance Preparation
• Prepare a Smart Board or projector for use with Ways We Use Water and Water Smart Ways.
• Photocopy Water Smart Survey, one per student.

Duration
Total: 60 minutes 
Introduction and Ways We Use Water: 40 minutes 
“Water Consultant” activity: 20 minutes

Suggested Procedure
1) Review. Review with the students the past week’s study of water. Up to now, the water activities have focused 
on water supply and water cycle - where we get our water from and where it goes. In this activity, the class will 
take a closer look at how they personally use water and how their feelings and attitudes affect that use.

2) Water is a limited resource. Convey to the students that how we use water is influenced by how much 
water we think there is. Many people assume that there is an endless supply of water and so develop some 
pretty wasteful habits. But what if we understood that the supply of water is truly limited? Most plants and 
animals that live in the desert have adapted to their arid environment by using less water. How can we adapt 
personally and as a class?

3) How we use water. Ask students to give examples of how they personally use water. List these examples on 
the board. Ask them if, when they use water in these ways, they ever consider how much water it really takes 
to do these things.
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4) Ways we use water. Display Ways We Use Water and Water Smart Ways on a Smart Board or projector. 
• Cover the last two columns of the table (“Water Smart Way” and “Water Smart Savings”) to reveal only the 

first two columns (“Activity” and “Typical Use”). 
• Hold up the gallon (3.791 l) container to help students visualize a gallon.  
• Review each of the activities in the “Activity” column and ask students how much water they think each 

activity typically uses. Note that the “Typical Use” method in the second column (e.g., “water running”) is 
what most people do when using water for that activity. Discuss responses. 

• Refer to the Ways We Use Water and Water Smart Ways Teacher’s Guide and enter the correct amount in the 
space provided beside “gallons.” 

• Reveal the third column to show how much water is used the “Water Smart Way.” Ask students what might 
be a Water Smart way for each of the activities so that they can “Reduce the Use” of water. Enter their 
responses in the space provided (refer to the Teacher’s Guide but note that these are not the only answers). 

• Complete the fourth column by calculating the “Water Smart Savings” for each activity (the amount of 
water that can be saved “per event”, such as each time a student washes her hands, or brushes his teeth).  
(“Water Smart Savings” = “Typical Use” – “Water Smart Way”). 

 
5) Become water consultants. Assign students to work in pairs and pass out the Water Smart Survey forms, 
one per student. They will use these forms to interview their partner and calculate their partner’s water use 
based on the information displayed in Ways We Use Water and Water Smart Ways. Their job as consultant is to 
determine:

• how their partner uses water for each “Activity” 
• “Amount Used” for each activity
• how many “Times Per Day” for each activity
• “Total Amount Used” for each activity ( = “Amount Used”  X  “Times Per Day”) 

6) How much can we save if we “Reduce the Use” of our water? Still in pairs, the students identify water use 
habits that can be changed to conserve water and calculate how much water their partner could save using 
the “Water Smart Savings” data from Ways We Use Water and Water Smart Ways and their “Times Per Day” data 
from the Water Smart Survey form.  Students should calculate:

• “Total Water Smart Savings” = “Water Smart Savings”  X  “Times Per Day”
• “TOTAL Water Used/Day” = total of each column

Consultants should then make recommendations to their partners, suggesting specific steps toward becoming Water 
Smart to “Reduce the Use” of water.  Consultants should write these steps on the back of the Water Smart Survey.

LESSON 2: WATER CONSERVATION - BECOMING WATER SMART
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7) Closing discussion. Close the activity with a discussion of Water Smart water-saving alternatives and 
students’ feelings about water. Encourage the students to consider what being Water Smart means. Use the 
following questions to guide the closing discussion:

• Will the students’ increased wisdom about water affect their attitudes and habits about water?
• How do they feel about the opportunities to save water and “Reduce the Use” as suggested by their 

consultants?
• How did it feel to be a consultant?

EXTENSIONS:
• As a class, calculate the total daily water use of the group. Then calculate the total possible water savings 

as a group, if everyone followed their consultant’s suggestions to “Reduce the Use” of water. Finally, 
multiply the findings by the number of students in the school to demonstrate the potential savings if each 
student learned to be Water Smart. 

• Have students create surveys to conduct interviews at home to find out how their families use water. They 
may also serve as “water consultants” to their families.

• Conclude by emphasizing that to be truly Water Smart, we need to not only “Reduce the Use” of water in 
the ways discussed today, but also be alert to even more ways to do our part.

LESSON 2: WATER CONSERVATION - BECOMING WATER SMART
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WAYS WE USE WATER AND WATER SMART WAYS

ACTIVITY TYPICAL USE WATER SMART WAY WATER SMART SAVINGS

Brushing teeth
Method

Water used

water running 

 gallons

 

0.25  gallons

Showering
Method

Water used

conventional showerhead

 gallons

 

12.5  gallons

Taking a bath
Method

Water used

full tub

 gallons

 

18  gallons

Washing hands
Method

Water used

water running

 gallons

 

1  gallons

Flushing toilet
Method

Water used

conventional toilet

 gallons

 

1.5 gallons

Washing dishes
by hand
Method

Water used

water running

 gallons

 

5  gallons

Washing dishes
by machine
Method

Water used

full cycle – partial load

 gallons

 

9 gallons

Washing clothes
Method

Water used

high setting - partial load

 gallons

 

25 gallons
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WAYS WE USE WATER AND WATER SMART WAYS TEACHER’S GUIDE

ACTIVITY TYPICAL USE WATER SMART WAY WATER SMART SAVINGS

Brushing teeth
Method

Water used

water running 

2 or more gallons

turn water off or use a Water 

Smart cup 

0.25  gallons

1. 75 gallons

Showering
Method

Water used

conventional showerhead

5 gal./min.  for 10 mins.

50 gallons

showerhead

2.5 gal./min. for 5 mins.

12.5   gallons

37.5 gallons

Taking a bath
Method

Water used

full tub

36 gallons

half-full tub

18   gallons

18 gallons

Washing hands
Method

Water used

water running

 2 gallons

turn off water or use basin

.5  gallon or less

1. 5 gallons

Flushing toilet
Method

Water used

conventional toilet

3.5 to 5 gallons

low-flow toilet 

1.5 gallons

2 to 3.5 gallons

Washing dishes
by hand
Method

Water used

water running

30 gallons

water running

30 gallons

25 gallons

Washing dishes
by machine
Method

Water used

full cycle – partial load

16 gallons

short cycle – full load

9 gallons

7 gallons

Washing clothes
Method

Water used

high setting - partial load

35 gallons

adjust setting to load

25 gallons

10 gallons
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WATER SMART SURVEY

ACTIVITY AMOUNT USED
(GALLONS OR LITERS) TIMES PER DAY TOTAL AMOUNT 

USED
WATER SMART WAY
POSSIBLE SAVINGS

Brushing teeth
• water running
• water off or use a 

Water Smart cup

Showering
• 10 minutes +
• 5 minutes

Showering
• tub full
• tub 1/2 full

Washing hands
• water running
• water off or use basin

Flushing toilet
• conventional
• low-flow toilet

Washing dishes 
by hand

• water running
• wash and rinse in 

filled basin 5 minutes

Washing dishes 
by machine

• tub full
• tub 1/2 full

Washing clothes
• partial load
• full load

TOTAL Water 
Used/Day

Name of water user  Date 

Name of water consultant 

To be Water Smart, I recommend the changes in water use habits listed on the back of this page.

Signed 

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 Column 4 Column 5
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LESSON 3: WATER POETRY - RIVER OF WORDS

Lesson Overview
After the special presenter has visited the class, this post-visit lesson gives students the opportunity to explore 
what water means to them. Through poetry, the students express thoughts and feelings about the importance 
of water in the desert. Students will recognize the variety of ways that water affects them and may develop a 
deeper level of water appreciation and understanding.

Learning Outcomes
Students will be able to:

• describe the ways in which water affects their lives and all life in the desert.
• describe their local environment in vivid, specific language.
• list some of the natural inhabitants of the Town of Queen Creek and the surrounding areas.
• create similes, metaphors, and/or descriptive words and phrases.
• revise and edit ideas and language.

Materials
• A Word about Form: Teacher’s Mini-Guide to Poetry Forms (provided)
• paper, pencils and/or pens 
• chalkboard or white board with writing tools 

Advance Preparation
• Read through the Suggested Procedure to familiarize yourself with the kinds of questions that prompt 

poetic brainstorming.
• Read through A Word about Form: Teacher’s Mini-Guide to Poetry Forms. Choose one form for the whole 

class to mimic or allow students to individually select an appropriate form. Have the enclosed poetry 
samples on hand to share with class; you may choose additional poems to share.

• Information about the River of Words international youth poetry and art contest can be found at http://
www.riverofwords.org/contest.html.

Duration
Total: 1 to 2 class periods
Poetry form discussion and “water-storming”: 30 minutes 
Writing and revising poems: 30 minutes or more
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LESSON 3: WATER POETRY - RIVER OF WORDS

Suggested Procedure
1) Share Poetry Examples. Remind students that, in a way, we live in two worlds - the outer world of the 
senses (what we can see, touch, taste, smell, hear) and the inner world of thought, emotion, imagination, and 
memory. One of the reasons we write poetry is to go into these two worlds and find the places where they 
overlap. Just as no two people have the same fingerprints, no two people put poems together in the same way. 
Ask the students to listen for their favorite lines and images as you read one of the sample poems provided.

2) Discuss Poetry Form and Rhythm. Refer to a poem that you shared that did NOT rhyme. Poems do not need 
to rhyme in order to have rhythm. Such poems are called Free Verse poems.  Discuss the students’ favorite 
lines and images. Read the poem a second time. Ask the students to pick out the words and sounds that give 
the poem its rhythm.

3) Make a Storm of Water Words. Beginning is the most difficult part of writing a poem. Create a list of words 
on the board to help make the river of words flow. IMPORTANT: Instead of writing general poems about water, 
encourage students to focus on water in their life experience or in real places. Have the students imagine their 
favorite place in the desert (such as the wash behind grandpa’s house, the yard after it rains). Write some of the 
students’ favorite places in the middle of the board. Now ask the following questions. Write the responses on 
the board for students to reference when they write their own poems.

• What do these places make you think of? How do they make you feel? 
for example: wildflowers in bloom, fishing with my dad, walking with my grandma, swimming with my 
friends, fearless, free, full of joy, tiny, enormous, excited 

• What kinds of weather come to mind? 
for example: monsoon rains, loud thunder, lightning, hot, lazy sun 

• What animals and plants might live there? Can you name some? 
for example: saguaro cactus, coyote, prickly pear, kit fox, cactus wren, mountain lion, javelina, palo verde, 
mesquite tree, creosote bush, spadefoot toad, gila monster 

• When is your place quiet? What kind of sounds do you hear in that place? 
for example: early in the morning; after a storm; birds calling; coyotes howling; trees swooshing; when I 
slap a puddle with my feet, it explodes like firecrackers

4) The Writing Process. Using the Storm of Water Words, and other words they wish, students write their own 
poems. One easy way to do this is to write it together, line by line. For example, ask students to write the first 
line of their poem, placing themselves in their favorite place in the desert. Tell the students to add a second 
line, this time putting in something about the weather. In the next line, tell students to add something about 
an animal or a plant. Keep going, adding experiences and memories. This process might net this example:

I am walking down a river of sand
The air is cool on my neck
A hungry fox sleeps in the shade of a mesquite tree, 
dreaming of rabbits and rain.
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LESSON 3: WATER POETRY - RIVER OF WORDS

Suggestions to share with students about the writing process:
• Particular Poems Pack Power. The best poems often make you feel like you are in a particular place at a 

particular moment. Remind students not to be afraid to use the names of places, people, animals, and 
plants. Using more specific words helps readers share your experience more vividly.

• Check Your Senses. After the first draft, ask the students, “Can you see, hear, taste, smell, and touch the 
place the described in your poem?”

• Pencil, paper, ACTION! Remind the students that poems do not have to be confined to the descriptive. Some 
of the best poems tell the story of an event, some even include dialogue. If a student does not know how to 
begin an action poem, try asking: It is a very hot summer day. Suddenly, it begins to rain. How would you 
celebrate? What would you do? Who would you be with? What would a rabbit do? A toad?

5) Share the poetry with the class. Students can read their poetry out loud, “publish” a class book of poems, 
post poems on a class website, or create a poetry bulletin board accompanied with their artwork.

6) We encourage you to submit the students’ poetry to the River of Words international youth poetry and art 
contest, or start your own contest in your school or community.
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A Word about Form: Teacher’s Mini-Guide to Poetry Forms
The following explanations are adapted from The Handbook of Poetic Forms, Ron Padgett, Ed. The Teachers & 
Writers Collaborative. NY: 2000.

Free verse
Free verse is the name given to lines of poetry that are written without rules. All of the poems on the sample 
pages are Free Verse poems. These poems do not rhyme, nor do they have a regular beat. They are, however, 
filled with natural sounds and rhythms. Free Verse offers no opportunities for sloppy writing. In fact, it forces 
the poet to choose his or her words very carefully, and test the shape and sound of each line. One way to 
begin writing Free Verse is to write a paragraph about your special watery place and then break it up into lines 
afterwards.   

Cinquain
The Cinquain poem (‘sing-cane’) describes a natural place or object in five lines. 
Line 1) Name your place/object in one word.
Line 2) Write two descriptive words about your object.
Line 3) Write three action words about your object.
Line 4) In four or five words, describe its relationship to the environment. 
Line 5) Sum up your feelings about the object in one word.

Example:
Spring.
deep, liquid
seeps, soothes, releases,
 a gift in the desert, 
refuge.

Concrete Poem
These poems use space and sound to shape the lines. Poets who use this form want to make their poems not 
only something to read but also something to look at. One way to write a concrete poem is to first choose a 
shape (rain drop, river, cloud). Draw the outline of this shape on a piece of paper. Now fill the shape with words 
and lines that come to you when you think about rain, or swimming, or your favorite place in the desert.  

Haiku
In Japan, people used to hold parties called “rengas” and write long poems made up of many short stanzas. The 
poets took turns writing about experiences or objects in nature. They used very few adjectives, preferring the 
power of verbs and descriptive nouns. Soon, people considered the short stanzas poems in themselves. They 
called them Haiku. Haiku captures the essence of a moment. To write a Haiku, write a list of thoughts about a 
moment in nature. Choose the strongest words that bring that moment alive. Now create three lines; the first and 
last lines should be a bit shorter than the middle line. Most Haikus follow a syllable pattern of 5, 7, 5. 
 

LESSON 3: WATER POETRY - RIVER OF WORDS
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River of Words Sample Poems
(These poems were finalists in Tucson’s River of Words contest in previous years.)

LESSON 3: WATER POETRY - RIVER OF WORDS

River of Hope

I am the Colorado River,
the river that heals the
dry throat of the desert.

The river that is clear and
shiny, dark and murky.

I am worth gold,
but only to those that treasure me.

I reflect beauty,
but only to those that are pure hearted.

I have saved many,
but only because they use me respectfully.

I make the sound,
the sound that gives courage. In some parts
of me I roar, in others
I just merely trickle.

I only exist, because people have
made a difference.

Gaizka Urreiztieta, age 10
Harelson Elementary School
Teacher: Janet Misiaszek/Peggy Martin

Inside a Poem

Inside a poem, waterfalls are tumbling
And storms are zapping.

Inside a poem, lizards are crawling
And fires are roaring.

Inside a poem, mountains are growing
And moons are slithering.

Galen Stewart, age 8
DeGrazia Elementary School
Teacher: Laura Bourguet
Grand Prize Winner
Category 2: Grades 3-6

El Agua En Arizona

El Agua en Arizona
Tan necesaria
Como la luz del sol
Sin agua no podemos vivir
Sin agua pura y cristalina
Podemos Morir

El agua que baja
Por las montanas
Que corre por los arroyos
Que corre por los rios
Me siento tan feliz
Donde hay agua
Como en el lago de Monte Limon
Que tan alto y tiene agua

Donde hay agua hay vida
Tenemos agua tenemos vida

Roger Canchola, age 11
Los Ninos Elementary
Teacher: Jim Civetta

Hear the Tall Mountains

Hear the tall, calling
Water’s voice like white mountains.
Hear the tall mountains.

Cameron Silvas, age 9
Desert Winds Elementary School
Teacher:  Miss Lopez 



OUR WATER, OUR FUTURE | Pre- and Post-Visit Activities Page 20

OUR WATER, OUR FUTURE VOCABULARY

aquifer     the underground layers of rock, sand, and gravel where water is
     stored over millions of years

Central Arizona Project  the 336-mile (541 km) canal that transports Colorado River water
     from Lake Havasu to central and southern Arizona

Colorado River    the largest river in the western United States (which flows through 
     many states, including Arizona)

condensation    occurs when water vapor cools and becomes liquid; clouds are 
     formed through this process (could be considered the opposite of 
     evaporation)

desert     a dry region of the world that receives less than 12 inches (30.5 cm) 
     of rainwater each year

evaporation    occurs when liquid water changes into water vapor, a gas (could be  
     considered the opposite of condensation)

groundwater    water that exists beneath the Earth’s surface in an aquifer

natural resource   any resource that we use or take from the natural environment; 
     can include both materials and energy (such as air, water, trees, 
     soil, natural gas, oil, or minerals)

non-renewable resource  material considered finite in amount (e.g., petroleum, coal, 
     copper), or exhaustible because of scarcity, the great length of   
     time required to form, or rapid depletion

percolation       the downward movement of water through soil

precipitation    water falling, in a liquid or solid state, from the atmosphere to the  
     Earth (examples: rain, snow, hail, sleet)  

recharge    the addition of water, usually from rain and snowmelt, into the  
     aquifer; may be artificially done by humans

reclaimed water (recycled water) wastewater cleaned to government standards to be reused for   
     many purposes
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renewable resource   material that can be renewed, restored, or regenerated by natural 
     ecological cycles or sound management practices. Examples 
     include plants, animals and sunlight. Water is considered 
     renewable (through precipitation and recharge), but in the Queen  
     Creek area, it is a limited renewable resource.

resource    source, ability, or supply from which we draw in time of need

runoff      water from rain or snowmelt flowing downhill into washes,   
     streams, and rivers

transpiration    the evaporation of water from plants; occurs primarily through the  leaves

water table    the uppermost surface of groundwater in the aquifer

well     a hole dug or drilled down into the aquifer to locate and obtain 
     water (deep water is usually brought up to the surface with a pump)

OUR WATER, OUR FUTURE VOCABULARY
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