
OVERVIEW 
The goal of this activity is for students to share how they most often travel to school. It sets the stage 
for the upcoming classroom presentation during which students play a game about two students 
walking and biking to school. The poster created by this activity should be posted on a classroom wall 
so the class can understand the common ways students get to school. Three activity options allow for 
varying degrees of time/student involvement.


MATERIALS 
Option 1:


• Large sheet of poster paper

• Post-it notes (3” x 3”)

• pencils


Option 2:

• Large sheet of poster paper

• Paper for drawing (8” x 11”)

• Colored pencils/markers/crayons/paint  

• Tape/tacks/staples/magnets (depending on where you display your poster paper)


Option 3:

• Large sheet of poster paper

• Notebook paper

• Pencils

• Tape/tacks/staples/magnets (depending on where you display your poster paper)


TIME REQUIRED 
20 minutes – 1 hour (depending on the option chosen)


INSTRUCTIONS 
1. In advance, write the following on a large sheet of poster paper (be sure to leave space between 

each of the answers):

How do you get to school?


    	      Someone takes me by car.

    	      I take the bus.

    	      I walk.

     	     I ride my bike.

     	     Other 


2. Display the poster paper on a wall in the classroom. (Use tape, tacks, staples, or magnets 
depending on the type of surface you are using.)


3. Review the question and each possible answer with the students.


4. Choose one of the three activity options below:
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Option 1 - Simple Graph

a. Have students write their names on post-it notes.  (Small squares 

of paper with tape, tacks, staples, or magnets will work as well.)

b. Call students in an organized way to place their post-it notes on 

the poster paper in a row next to the appropriate option, to “vote” 
for how they get to school. The result will be a series of post-it 
notes after each option, resembling a horizontal bar graph 
representing how they traveled to school. Students who select 
“Other” can write how they get to school on the post-it or you can 
add an additional category if you like.


Option 2 - Drawings

a. Have students draw a picture of how they travel to school. 

Students can use colored pencils, markers, crayons, paint, etc. to 
depict themselves on their journey to school each day.


b. Call students in an organized way to place their drawings on the poster paper in a row next to 
the appropriate option, to “vote” for how they get to school. Attach the drawings to the poster 
paper with tape, tacks, staples, or magnets.  The result will be a series of drawings after each 
option, resembling a bar graph representing how they traveled to school. Students who select 
“Other” can draw their particular mode of transport to school or you can add an additional 
category if you like.


Option 3 - Stories

a. Have students write a story about their journey to school.  To challenge the students, 

encourage them to use all five senses in their description of their school route addressing what 
they see, smell, hear, and feel.


b. Call students in an organized way to place their stories on the poster paper in a row next to the 
appropriate option, to “vote” for how they get to school. Attach the stories to the poster paper 
with tape, tacks, staples, or magnets.  The result will be a series of stories after each option, 
resembling a bar graph about how they traveled to school. Students who select “Other” can 
describe their particular mode of transport to school or you can add an additional category if 
you like.


c. The stories can be combined with student drawings if time allows.  


5. No matter which option you choose, have a class discussion about the different modes of 
transportation used by the students to get to school, using the bar graph the class created.  (As an 
option, create “how many more” and “how many less” problems using information from the graph 
to tie this activity into a math lesson.) 

6. During the discussion, include some important vocabulary for the upcoming classroom 
presentation:


route: a way to get from one place to another place.

blind spot: an area around a car, truck, etc., that the driver cannot see.

benefit: something that is good; an advantage.


7. Keep your class poster on display in your classroom to allow for students to look at it in more 
detail and to keep the topic fresh in their minds until they have their classroom presentation.


We’d love to see your student work. Please email photos to saferoutes@livingstreetsalliance.org
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INSTRUCTIONS (continued)

SAMPLE: OPTION 1
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